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HONORABLE SCOTT ALTENBURGER

Judge Scott Altenburger was elected in 2018 to serve as Judge of the Miami County Juvenile
and Probate Court. He earned his Juris Doctorate from The University of Toledo, School of Law

and a Bachelor Degree in Education from The University of Toledo, receiving a state teaching
license 7th grade
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History of Miami County Juvenile Court

Hon. Raymond Kerr 1925-1929
Hon. Harry Powell 1929-1933
Hon. Guy O
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Oral History of Miami County Juvenile Court

By attorney, local historian and author John Fulker as told to intern Trent Huelskamp

Miami County Juvenile Court started sometime in the mid to late 1930s. Reviewing what
remains in the civil docket archives from the 1930s, juvenile court started sometime between

1933 and 1939. While Probate Court Judges date back to 1852, it is not until Judge Guy
0]
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outside agency. This new venture allowed our department to work hands-on with
youth to help them manage their emotions in a more effective manner.

Parent Project - Parent Project is nationally used and recognized program
that helps parents. Two probation staff went to week long training, which enabled
them to facilitate the program. The ten week long program assists families in
working with youth where traditional parenting styles haven
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In November, Scott Auxier became the Chief Probation Officer. Scott had
been with the Court for 17 years, handling not only general probation duties, but
also as the diversion coordinator since 2010. Scott

7|Page



office of Dr. Steve Liptak. The goal for 2019 is to have this student be a part of
our assessment team that meets with youth who may be in need of services or
probation supervision. This expertise gives our probation department, as well as
the Court, a way to address needs with the families.
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The Court protects the interests and rights of our children and the public by
rehabilitating and holding youth and their families accountable for their actions. The
Court strives to strengthen the family and empower parents to actively provide the
balance of love, structure, supervision, and responsibility so that their children will
develop the self-control and independence needed to become productive, self-sufficient,
law abiding adults.

Referrals reach the Court through various channels, including parents, school

officials, law enforcement authorities, neighbors, Children Services representatives, and
the Prosecutor
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The Youth We Serve
Juvenile Delinquency

In Ohio, a juvenile delinquent is defined as
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lllegal conveyance of drug

Inducing/Inciting Panic or Violence

Littering

Making False Alarms

Menacing/Aggravated Menacing

Obstructing Official Business/Justice/failure to disclose
Other weapons charges

Possession of Alcohol/underage consumption
Possession of Criminal Tools

Probation Violation

Public Indecency

Rape

Receiving Stolen Property
Robbery/Aggravated Robbery/ complicity
Sexting

Sexual Imposition & Gross Sexual Imposition
Tobacco violation

Tampering with Evidence/Property
Harassment

Theft/Grand Theft Auto/Misuse of Credit Card/Identity
Trespassing/Criminal Trespassing
Unauthorized use of Motor Vehicle/Property
Unlawful Restraint

Unruly

Vandalism

Weapon on school grounds

Total Delinquency Charges
Total Delinquency Cases Filed or Reactivated

A~ O W O

656

11|Page



Unruly Child

An unruly child is defined as any child who does not subject himself to the
reasonable control of his parents, teachers, guardian or custodian, is habitually truant
from home or school; deports himself as to injure or endanger his health or morals;
attempts to enter marriage without consent; is found in a disreputable place, or
engages in an occupation prohibited by law. Unruly offenses include behaviors such
as truancy at school, running away, and incorrigibility; these behaviors would not be
considered a crime if committed by adults. The following is a summary of the 2018
unruly charges:

2018 Unruly Charges Filed

Unruly Charges Filed 2018
Truancy 12
Curfew Violations 31
Incorrigible 170
Behavior that injures health or

morals 10
Tobacco Law Violations 6
Total Charges 229
Total Unruly Cases 229
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Juvenile Traffic Offender

The Court has jurisdiction over all traffic offenses committed by juveniles. These
cases in 2018 included:

2018 Traffic Charges Filed

Traffic Charges 2018
Speeding 225
Fail To Control/Reckless Operation 52
Failure to Maintain Distance 52
Seatbelt/Child Restraint 25
Disregarding Traffic Control Device ( Sign/Lights) 33
Fail To Yield 26
Improper Backing, Turn or Lane Change 13
No OL/Permit/Allowing Unlicensed Driver to Drive 23
Driving Under Influence & Related 10
Driving Under Suspension 7
Fictitious/Expired/Missing

Plate/Registration/insurance 13
Probationary or temporary license restriction 26
No head or tail lights 8
Vehicle Related Infractions 3
Leaving the Scene 9
Passing a school bus 9
Left of center 5
Squealing Tires/Noise Ordinance 0
Driving on closed street 1
Drag Racing 3
Speed in school zone 4
Passing on left 1
Texting 1
Marked Lanes 8
Impeding Traffic 1
Disregard Safety PvP 1
Total Traffic Charges 558
Total Traffic Cases 495
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Possible dispositions for juvenile traffic offender including:
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2018 Adult Charges Filed

Child Endangering

Contempt of Court

Contributing to the Delinquency or Unruliness of a
Minor

Failure to send to school
Imposition of sentence

Adult charges filed
Total Adult Criminal Cases Filed or Reactivated

28

16
36

82

In 2017, the Court had filings in 103 adult cases.

Miscellaneous Cases

The Court hears a number of cases that do not fall into any particular category.
These include such issues as applications for a marriage license by an underage child,
hospitalization of a mentally ill minor, certain kinds of consents for medical treatment,
judicial bypass, search warrants, civil protective orders and motion to waive civil filing

fees. In 2018, the court handled 6 such filings including civil protection cases.
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Filing Trends 2010-2018
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Adjudication Trends
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Court Services - Clerk
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Juvenile Probation

The Miami County Juvenile Probation Department
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2018 Assessment Statistics

Miami County Juvenile Court utilizes a risk assessment to help determine the
appropriate disposition and level of services. These assessments provide the Court
with the level of risk that a youth poses, as well as with dispositional recommendations

based on individualized treatment plans using multiple modes of intervention.

Assessment statistics City of Residence
Total 57 Piqua 18
Boys 32 Troy 26
Girls 25 Tipp 6

Milton 3
Offense Type Pleasant Hill 1
Misdemeanor 38 Covington 2
Felony 7
Unruly/Truancy (first time) N/A Disposition
Unruly 10 Probation 32
Traffic 0 Other 25

DYS 0
Children not placed on probation Lived out of county 0
Total Referred to outside services 25 WC Rehab 0
Number recidivated 6 Pending 0
Intakes by Charge Receiving Stolen Property 0
Unruly/truancy 10 Theft 3
CCwW 1 Obstruction/falsification/Resisting 1
Criminal Trespass 1 Menacing 0
Criminal Damaging 1 Kidnapping 0
Identity Fraud 0 Drug Abuse/Possession 4
Unauthorized Use 5 Drug Paraphernalia 1
Assault/Agg Assault 4 Domestic Violence 8
UAC/Possession 1 Robbery 2
Disorderly 9 Arson related 0
Burglary 1 Weapon on School 0
B & E (or attempted) 0 Inducing Panic 1
Contempt 2 Trafficking 0
Make false alarm 1 Public Indecency 1
Safecracking 0 Total 57
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2018 Probation Department

Probation Assignments Probation by Age
Boys 37 11-under
Girls 18 12&13 1
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Charges resulting in Probation
Arson

Drug Trafficking
Drug/Alcohol Possession
Corrupting another w/ drugs
Criminal Damage/mischief/Vandalism
Breaking Entering/Burglary
Trespassing

Disorderly Conduct
Unruly/truancy/curfew
Theft related

Contempt of Court

Assault

Making false alarm
Improper use of a firearm
Agg Robbery/Robbery
Domestic Violence
Menacing
Obstruction/Resisting

Sex Offenses

Kidnapping

CCW

Total Charges

P ~NhNOPFRORKMOO

1

P O N W O O NMNEFE ON WO

6]
ol

Felony Charges
Rape

Gross Sexual Imposition
Burglary
Kidnapping/abduction
Breaking Entering

Theft

Aggravated Assault
Robbery

Weapon on School
Drug trafficking

Drug Abuse

CCW

Vandalism

Domestic Violence
Fleeing/Alluding
Inducing Panic
Receiving Stolen Property
Total Charges
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Child Placement Services
Miami County Juvenile Court Probation Department may take custody/care and

control of an adjudicated unruly or delinquent youth when the parent is unable to
effectively parent or manage the child
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Total Youth entering care in current year
Youth in care from Previous Year

Youth released from care in current year
Youth still in care at end of year

Total Served in care/control
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Charges resulting in Care/Control
PV/Contempt

Fleeing/Alluding Police

Where placed
MARSH

Abraxas

Foundations for living
Mohican Youth
Michael
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Alternatives to Detention

House arrest and electronic home monitoring are two alternatives that allow a
youth to remain in the community yet restrict a youth
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House Arrest Monitoring Program

The House Arrest Monitoring Program was started through a grant. Once the
grant ended, the probation staff elected to continue the programming. The probation
department does random, unscheduled visits to the home of youth placed under an
order of House Arrest by the Court in order to determine their compliance with the
Court
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Piqua Office

The Piqua Probation Office is located at 1105 W. Wayne Street in downtown
Piqua. To reach the Piqua office call 937-615-0657. This office is used by probation
officers to conduct visits with youth and their families and to provide group treatment
programming. The office was remodeled in 2017 and equipped with smartboards using
a state grant.

—

Diversion Services

The Court uses the Diversion Program as an alternative to formal court
proceedings. All charges against first-time offenders are reviewed by Krista Hoying to
assess whether diversion is appropriate. Only specific types of charges, such as unruly
offenses, (school truancy, running away, curfew violations, tobacco offenses or violating
the rules set by their parents or school officials), as well as minor delinquencies such as
petty theft, disorderly conduct, criminal trespassing and criminal damaging are diversion
eligible. The Court has been expanding its diversion to include sexting type cases. The
youth and their parents are given the opportunity to participate in educational groups as
an alternative to appearing in court. Youth are also offered volunteer opportunities to
assist in redirecting behavior. When youth and families complete the program, the
original citation or complaint is sealed and never filed with the Court.
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As a component of diversion youth are to provide $25 worth of can goods to the
St. Patrick

32|Page



Community Service/Restitution

The Community Service Program is designed for youth that have been ordered
by the Court to perform community service hours as a consequence for their behavior.
The Restitution program allows youth to work to reimburse victims for their losses. The
purpose of the program is to hold juveniles accountable for their actions by requiring
them to participate in a work program that gives back to the community. It is also
intended to promote appropriate work and employment skills. Both youth on formal
probation and those informally supervised by the Court can be enrolled in the program.

Youth work at sites in the community and are supervised by part-time and
seasonal court staff. Work is scheduled so as not to interfere with school, occurring late
afternoon, weekends, and on school vacations. Efforts are made to enroll youth in sites
within their home communities. The program has 13 sites including local nursing
homes, city and county municipal buildings, and football stadiums. In 2018, 319 youth
provided 2807 hours of service to the community.

2018 Community Service Program

Program admissions
Boys 176

33|Page



2018 Crops for Change Program

In 2016, the Court re-introduced

34|Page



Contract Services
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own use of substances and to decrease their risk of addiction and future
substance abuse related offenses. In 2018, 25 youth participated in Outreach.
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Financial Report

Miami County Juvenile Court receives funding from a variety of sources including
the Miami County General Fund, the Department of Youth Services, and various federal
and state grants.

37|Page



Fines and Court Costs

Fines and court costs are ways to hold youth and adults accountable for their
actions. Miami County Juvenile Court believes that these fines and costs should be
assessed to youth and they are encouraged to pay their own costs. Adults who are
convicted in this court are also assessed fines and costs. Juvenile Court has taken an
aggressive stance in an effort to collect fines and court costs. Fines are assessed and
collected immediately after court hearings. When individuals cannot pay immediately, a
payment plan is established. Fines and costs are dispersed to the general fund and to
other agencies as defined by law. Failure to pay fines can result in further court
hearings and/or a suspension of driver
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West Central Juvenile Rehabilitation Center

The West Central Juvenile Rehabilitation Center is a state-of-the-art, secure
residential facility for 32 juvenile boys, who have committed felonies. Youth go through
a rigorous re-socialization program designed to correct flawed thought processes which
contributed to their criminal behavior. The center has a specialized sex offender
treatment program. All boys receive an individualized academic educational plan, family
and individual counseling and intensive supervision. The average length of stay is six
months to one year.

The Center
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2018 WCJRC Statistics

Admissions: 25

Releases: 34

Successful: 26 Unsuccessful: 7 No Further Benefit: 1
County # boys County # boys

Auglaize 2 Mercer 2
Champaign 2 Miami 2
Clark 5 Preble 2
Darke 0 Shelby 3
Delaware 1
Highland 2
Licking 1
Marion 3

Total 25

Age at Admission
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Committing Offense
Assault

Domestic Violence

Drug Possession

Grand Theft Auto

Gross Sexual Imposition
lllegal Conv of Weapon
Menacing by Stalking
Pandering by Obscenities
Rape

Robbery

Receiving Stolen Property
Theft

Vandalism

Weapons Under Disability
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Race
Caucasian 19
Other 6

Average Length of Stay
Sex Offender Program
General Offender Program

424 days
194 days
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WEST CENTRAL JUVENILE DETENTION CENTER

The West Central Juvenile Detention Center is a secure holding facility serving
youth from Auglaize, Clinton, Darke, Mercer, Miami, Preble, Shelby and Van Wert
counties. The Center can house up to 44 boys and girls who will attend school year
round, undergo counseling and psychological assessments as needed. All youth
participate in a variety of treatment and educational programming while detained.

The West Central Juvenile Detention Center opened in January 1993 as a 24-
bed facility and later added a 20-bed pod. The 2018 operational expenses were
$1,857,791. All operational funding comes from the counties utilize the facility with no
contribution from the Miami county General Fund.

West Central JDC provides youth with all the basic necessities. The residents
receive three hot meals a day, they have structured gym exercise every day and attend
an on-site school Monday through Friday. Youth must participate in group programs
such as: anger management, substance abuse, health & hygiene, Planned Parenthood,
life choices, and receive education on various topics from community leaders, and
motivational speakers. The youth have the option to participate in a bible study
program and to attend a Sunday morning service while at the Center. There are
visitation appointments for parents to visit three times per week. The residents may
make phone calls at designated times and are provided all the necessary materials for
writing letters to family.

The West Central JDC also provides a prevention program called STAR (Start
Today Accepting Responsibility). This program is for
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Van

County | WCJDC | Auglaize | Clinton | Darke | Mercer | Miami | Preble | Shelby | Wert | other
Intakes 773 177 44 72 64 173 89 102 45 7
Average

daily

population 28.7

Average

Length of

Stay Days 12.7

West Central Juvenile Detention Center 2018
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Miami County Juvenile Court

2018 Annual Report Statistical Summary

Cases Filed in 2018

Cases Filed/Transferred In

Delinquent 517
Traffic 495
Dependency/Neglect/Abuse 84
Unruly 229
Adult 79
Permanent Custody 14
Custody/Change of Custody/Visitation 616
Support Enforcement/Maodifications 1687
Parentage 51
UIFSA 27
Other 6
Total Cases Filed 3805

Cases Terminated in 2018

Cases terminated by Case Type

Delinquent 540
Traffic 512
Dependency/Neglect/Abuse 83
Unruly 226
Adult 79
Permanent Custody 16
Custody/Change of Custody/Visitation 656
Support Enforcement/Maodification 1738
Parentage 50
UIFSA 21
Other 5
Total 3926
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Cases Terminated by Type of Termination

Trial by Judge 270
Trial by Magistrate 1119
Dismissal 340
Admission by Judge 160
Admission by Magistrate 868
Certification/Waiver Granted 0
Unavailability of Party for Trial 117
Transfers to another Court 87
Interlocutory Appeal 0
Other Terminations 965
Total 3926

Types of Dispositions for Youth in 2018

Types of Dispositions

Bind over to adult court 0
Commitment to DYS 2
Detention 134
West Central Rehabilitation Center 4
Other CCF 0
Suspended commitment to DYS 18
Community Service 249
Probation 51
Electronic Home Monitoring 32
House Arrest 142
Temporary Custody CSB 34
Protective Supervision CSB 66
Permanent Custody CSB 7
Jail Sentence (Adult) 63
Restitution 22
Cases with Fines Assessed 484
Cases with costs Assessed 533
Waiver due to Indigence 502

$135,233.3
Fines and Court costs 8
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Miami County Juvenile Court Important Phone Numbers

Judicial Assistant
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http://www.miamicountyohio.gov/133/Juvenile



